ESN EXCHANGE REPORT  

Host country and town:
___Leiden, Netherlands


Duration of exchange:
____6.-12.3.09
How long did you wait before you found an exchange partner? __I didn´t wait long time. Maybe less than a month. I don´t remember very well
What kind of help and information did you get from your school coordinator?

_____Everything I need to know. I didn´t need lots of help, because I talked with my host very much
What did you know or think about the host country before the exchange?

_I thought that there would be lot of drugs and shoes witch are made from wood. I didn´t know much, because Netherlands are quite little country
Describe your experiences during the first two or three days in the host country.
Everything was new and exiting. We visited in Hague and in Amsterdam and I really liked both of them. We also went quickly to the school to meet my coordinator teacher. We also had just normal spare time
Describe the last few days you spent in the host country.

Those days we were at school and at home. We had some Water spinning-lesson witch was nice. There is not water spinning in many places here in Finland and I have wanted to try it. we also spent some time with my host´s  friends and boyfriend. 
________________________________________________________________________How were your school days organized at the host school? 

I was at some lessons and during some lessons I did my own homework. the coordinator let me decide quite much
How did you spend your free time during the exchange?

I red and just spent time with the host family. Normal things. Like dog walking, shopping eating and having trips to other places
________________________________________________________________________

What where the most surprising or interesting cultural differences that you encountered?
The sweet sprinkles(?) on the bread were fun. I also noticed that they didn´t say “thank you” after eating often like we do. Biking roads were lot better but people also rode a bike a lot. Age limit for example to bars was different than here. 
________________________________________________________________________

How do the people in the host country differ from the people in your home country?
_They are not very different than people in Finland. Well, they are not quiet so often than what finnish are. But I all ready knew that we are a bit more silent people that others. 
Summary (Write freely about the highlights of your exchange and/or answer these questions: How did the experience change you? Who would you recommend an ESN exchange to? Would you do it again? What would you do differently next time?)

 I think the exchange chanced me to be little more indepented person. I also saw bit different culture and that´s always eye opening and good thing. I also like speaking English more than before and I´m not scared to use it.

  I think that ESN is good for people who want to see different culture and foreign country´s real normal life. Not life from the hotel. ESN is also good if you are ready to take someone to your home. And if you are not REALLY scared to leave home alone, ESN is fine.

  I liked my exchange, but I don´t know would I do it again to some other place. The reason for that is that it was sometimes difficult to think what to do next with the guest. I always felt that I should speak more English than what I do speak. 
