ESN EXCHANGE REPORT

Host country and town:  Porto, Portugal

Duration of exchange:  19.4-29.4.2009 (11 days)

How long did you wait before you found an exchange partner?

I got my exchange partners e-mail few days after I had told that I want to go to Porto.

What kind of help and information did you get from your school coordinator?

Everything I needed: how should I apply for the exchange, where to go, how long could I be there, how much it will cost to me etc.

What did you know or think about the host country before the exchange?
I had been in Portugal once before so I already knew quite much about the country and Portuguese lifestyle. For example that Portuguese people are lively, friendly and happy, and they definitely was! Of course I also knew some basic things that everybody know like where the country is, what language they speak etc. and of course that that they love good food and football : )!

Describe your experiences during the first two or three days in the host country.

My exchange partner and her mother, and the other people too, took me very well to Porto and were so friendly and nice to me, since the very first moment. I think they was as excited as I was :D! And they were also very interested about me and Finland which was great! During the first day we only rested with my host family because they saw that I was pretty tired after the 9-hour trip : ).

In the next day I had the first school day and I was very excited. During that day I followed my exchange partner, Tari, to her classes and she also introduced me to her lovely friends and teachers. And in the first days we went different, beautiful places in Porto (for example to Livraria Lelo, Museu Soares dos Reis... ). The exchange could not have started any better!

Describe the last few days you spent in the host country.

The few last days were fantastic! I spent time with my new, dear friends, and also with my lovely host mother, and all that time was very important for me because I knew that I won't see them so soon again. We also went to see more gorgeous places, like Serralves and Palacio de Cristal, and  the beautiful beach of Porto.

The last day was very emotional and unforgettable. My friends took me to a restaurant and they had also a cake for me :). I was speechless. Everybody came to say goodbye and that it was very nice to get to know me. That felt so great that people really liked me because I liked them also, and very much indeed! And I got a wonderful present from the teachers also. After all that I couldn't do anything else than cry. At the same time I was so happy and thankful for all the experiences and new friends but I was also very, very sad because I had to leave all that and come back to Finland, two weeks weren't enough at all!!
How were your school days organized at the host school?
Very well, I think. I was in those classes that my exchange partner was. In the English classes I did everything that the Portuguese students because those classes were completely held in English ( and I even had an own book :)), and also in the photographing classes I could do some things which was great, but in the other classes I pretty much just listened and tried to understand something. But I think I learned a bit Portuguese in those classes so those were very good for me :D!
How did you spend your free time during the exchange?

I spent my free time with my exchange partner in different places. For example, like I've already told, we went to see many beautiful museums, art galleries, palaces, gardens etc but we did also many other things. Sometimes we were with her friends, we went to dinner to her fathers house and one day to her grandparents house. Once we went to cinema and sometimes we were just at home spending some peaceful time.
What were the most surprising or interesting cultural differences that you encountered?

I don't know was there anything so surprising, but during my exchange I really began to love the Portuguese culture, even more than I already did :). It's so different than our culture. People are so warm, friendly and happy and they really enjoy the life! They are so optimistic! And the culture is all about the family and friends, and that's how it should be! That's maybe the biggest difference if we compare to Finnish culture.
How do the people in the host country differ from the people in your home country?

(Look at the previous answer :))
Summary (Write freely about the highlights of your exchange and/or answer these questions: How did the experience change you? Who would you recommend an ESN exchange to? Would you do it again? What would you do differently?)

The experience changed me A LOT!! For example, I learned that I should not take all things so seriously and I should really enjoy the life more. I am now much more optimistic and lively person, I think. Or at least I try to be :D!

I would recommend this to people who are open-minded and want to learn about different cultures and to experience something unforgettable.

I would definitly do this again, and I will :)!!
