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ESN EXCHANGE REPORT

Host country and town:
Budapest/ capital of Hungary

Duration of exchange: 
5th – 12th June, 2010
How long did you wait before you found an exchange partner?

About two months, as there were starting difficulties concerning the conversation with the host school.
What kind of help and information did you get from your school coordinator?

She found me my exchange partner, supported the Certi Lingua project I’m doing (which was the reason for the exchange), held contact with the exchange school and was always there for me when I had questions.
What did you know or think about the host country before the exchange?

I didn’t know much, mainly that Hungary belongs to the former Eastern Bloc and that there are political and economical difficulties as it is one of the poorer countries. Of course I had associations of poor people living in slums on the one hand and living traditions and folklore music and dance on the other hand. I searched for some historical information as I needed them for my Certi Lingua project but actually I remained open-minded.
Describe your experiences during the first two or three days in the host country.
After 18 hours of travelling I arrived at Budapest on Saturday morning. My exchange student Bella and her parents fetched me at the train station. They seemed to be very excited and were really friendly so I didn’t need much time to get used to the new environment.
On the weekend we walked Hero’s Square where we had the opportunity to visit a street festival where the bigger cities of Hungary presented their specialties, I met some of Bella’s classmates in the amusement park and we visited the Royal Castle of Gödöllö. Furthermore, I tried typical Hungarian food because we ate in a traditional restaurant.
Fortunately, Bella and her father speak quiet good German and translated for Bella’s mother or me respectively; and I immediately had the feeling that I was a member of their family.
Describe the last few days you spent in the host country.

On Friday, my last day at school, I enjoyed temperatures of 38°C which made me understand why students in Hungary have summer holidays of two and a half month. After school the family and I drove to Esztergom where we visited the Cathedral and went into Slovakia by crossing the bridge over the Danube. We were driving parallel towards the river and passed villages where you could watch houses with their bottom in the water – that was really scary and made me believe in the pictures shown on TV. In the evening I had a very interesting talk with Bella and her parents who told me something about Hungarian history and today’s life in Hungary.
On Saturday I packed my stuff and then we spent the afternoon in my host family’s weekend house. At 8 p.m. I had to leave and was very sad as I really enjoyed my stay and was so happy that I met this family- Bella even cried a little bit and her parents invited me to visit them whenever I like.
How were your school days organized at the host school? 

I usually went to class with Bella, but when she had lessons in Hungarian language I sometimes visited classes of German, English, French, Spanish and even Japanese, which was really interesting. All the teachers and students were very kind and helpful, especially the Hungarian coordinator really tried to make my stay as pleasant as possible for me.

How did you spend your free time during the exchange?

My host family showed me quite a lot of Budapest; already on my very first day we went to Heroes’ Square and the amusement park with Bella’s classmates and on Sunday we visited the Royal Castle of Gödöllö. During the week I saw the historical town centre with the Parliament and the Chain Bridge, the St. Stephan Basilica and the castle of Buda and we also drove to Esztergom where we visited the Basilica and went over the Danube Bridge into Slovakia. Furthermore, Bella, her girlfriends and I went swimming and shopping.
What where the most surprising or interesting cultural differences that you encountered?
During my stay in Hungary the Danube was on high level and it was frightening to see meadows, streets and even houses and gardens flooded. I can imagine that it this really hard for the affected people because Hungary is not a very rich country and repairing the damages cost a lot of money. Many houses and streets are old and broken and thus represent the economical situation of the country. But actually I didn’t catch any reactions worth mentioning which was surprising for me.
Another difference I encountered was of course the food: Hungarian food is more savour than the German one. But what really surprised me was the fact that there are quite a few German shops and brands, e.g. Lidl, Aldi, Bauhaus, Fressnapf, kinder and Zewa.
How do the people in the host country differ from the people in your home country?
I must say that actually I didn’t see large differences. Especially young people behave in the same way as those in Germany and I didn’t meet people that were older than my parents’ generation. Everyone I met was very friendly. But when I did the survey for my Certi Lingua project I was told by some students that there is actually no national felling existing in Hungary, neither among youngsters nor among older people. The students said that this roots in the division of Hungary by the Treaty of Versailles which still causes a lot of anger and dissatisfaction. I myself experienced two demonstrations against that treaty.
But all in all people in the two countries aren’t as different from each other as one might think. Maybe it is worth mentioning that there are many Roma living in Hungary, but this is comparable to foreign people in Germany.
Summary (Write freely about the highlights of your exchange and/or answer these questions: How did the experience change you? Who would you recommend an ESN exchange to? Would you do it again? What would you do differently next time?)

I really, really, really enjoyed my stay in Hungary! The country is beautiful – at least the parts I saw; and even the shabby parts give certain flair to it. Budapest is a very nice city as many old buildings are in quite good condition and it is not overcrowded.

My host family was the best I could imagine and I am really looking forward to Bella visiting me in autumn. For sure I would do this exchange again but I think I would stay longer than only one week. And maybe I’d fly instead of going by train as the journey lasted very long and was quite exhausting.
During my stay I learned a lot about Hungary, its people and its history, which roots for sure in the project I did (it was a survey dealing with the attitude of Hungarian students towards the history of their country concerning the time between 1941-1990). I heard that times definitely have changed since the founding of a republic but that there is actually no national feeling among people. That impressed me because in Germany the national feeling is quite good – especially after the soccer world cup in 2006 but also before – although there are people who set this into relation with National Socialism. Besides, this is the fact in Hungary. The students told me that many people think of Germans as National Socialists because they cannot forget the past. But young people actually don’t think much about it.
This was probably, besides the flood, the most impressing experience I made. But also the feeling of travelling all on my own into an unknown country with a more or less dubious reputation by train was a very important step for me.
I am very happy that I did this exchange and I would recommend to simply everybody to do as many exchanges as possible while it is possible because later on you will never again have the chance to see other countries and cultures for such little money. It is a very rich experience as you get to know a variety of people, tradition and lifestyle and it really broadens your horizon.
